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Dear Friends, As I wish you all a Happy New Year, I would like to thank you all for the hard work preparing to celebrate the birth of our saviour, and particularly for taking opportunities during the season to show His love to friends and neighbours by inviting them to join us in our celebrations. Just as a family Christmas does not just happen, neither does a church family Christmas. Many people have put in many hours of shopping, cleaning, decorating, making and serving refreshments, delivering cards, rehearsing, playing and singing.  And behind it all we have been praying that we may be a blessing to our friends and neighbours, and that they may encounter God’s love and good news for themselves this Christmas. 
I think we have all been pleased to see families from the Toddler group, friends from the Ramblers and others enjoy the Christmas meals, Carol Singing around the Tree, Carols by Candlelight and Christmas Day Celebration. It has been a privilege as ever to see care home residents engaging with long-remembered carols.
We may wonder ‘What next?’ – especially when some who have joined us left quickly and we only had a chance to say a quick ‘hello’. This is where we must continue faithfully in prayer, trusting that the Lord will continue to open hearts and minds to his love. And we must continue to offer opportunities throughout the year for people to explore faith, to learn more about who God is and what he has done for them. Please do pray about who you might invite to our Hope Explored Course which starts on Thursday 8th January.  Also pray for our proposed Lego Church for families and the possibility of a Bible study in a local pub or café. 
As we step into 2026, let us step up in prayer and step out in faith as bringers of the hope, peace, joy and love found in the good news of Jesus Christ, and may each of us know God’s blessing in his service. 
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The course presents the essence of the gospel in a small group setting using video, Bible passages from Luke and discussion.
Over three sessions, we will explore the person and work of Jesus and the Hope, Peace and Purpose we find in Him.
Thursdays 8th, 15th, and 22nd January 2026  7pm in the Lounge at CBC
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Reading the Bible Together as we learn from Mark’s gospel
From New Year to Easter 2026 we will be working our way through Mark’s gospel. We will not be able to preach on every passage during that time or it could take all year! So, I suggest it may be really helpful to read the gospel at home as we go along.
The best way to do this would be to read the chapters/verses listed against each Sunday (in the Sunday Rota below) during the preceding week, so you are familiar with the whole passage before hearing a thought on part of it. I hope that is helpful!
Sunday Morning Rota				
Sunday 4th 	Communion 
Mark 1:1-20            The Gospel of the Servant King
Welcome		Anna and volunteer
Reading		Joan
Prayers		Jacqui
Sunday Funday 	Mark and Lia
Refreshments	Anna and volunteer

Sunday 11th 	All Age Service
Mark 1:21-45       	Authority
Welcome		Carol J and Jenny
Refreshments 	Carol J and Jenny

Sunday 18th 	Sunday Worship
Mark 2:1–3:6	New Wine, New Way
Welcome		Joan and Barbara
Reading 		Chibogu
Prayers 		John KaroKaro
Sunday Funday	Mark and Ukasih
Refreshments	Joan and Mark

Sunday 25th  	Sunday Worship
Mark 4: 1-34 	Parables of the Kingdom
Welcome		Shirley and Rex
Reading		Obi
Prayers		Jenny	
Sunday Funday	Mark and Anna
Refreshments	Jacqui and John S
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Betty Clarke 	1st                                                                                                                        
Helen Parry 	2nd 
Carol Jennings 	15th  
Mike Mew 		18th
John Spalding 	21st 

January Diary (full details in items)	
Friday 2nd Jan      CBC Ramble
Thursdays 8th, 15th, 22nd Jan Hope Explored Course
Sunday 25th Jan 	Soup Lunch after Sunday Worship
Friday  30th Jan    Island Church Celebration  
CBC RAMBLES 
Ramble 1 Friday 2nd January   

Shanklin, Cliff Path, Lake, Sandown, Esplanade to Shanklin 2.5m easy

Meet: 9.30 at Northwood Recreation Ground car park or 10.00 at the start of the walk

Start:  Shanklin – top of Hope Hill (Free roadside parking or pay and display in Esplanade Car Park)

Lunch: The Steamer Inn, Shanklin

Ramble 2 Friday 30th  January   

Cowes & Gurnard  3.5m - easy

Start: Northwood CC & Skatepark (free parking)

Lunch: The Portland, Gurnard.

Please let John Featherstone know if you will be walking or joining for lunch by Tuesday 30th December for walk 1 and by Tuesday 27th January so tables can be booked for lunch.
Tel 291116 or 07922233378  email johnf48@sky.com
If weather is doubtful on the day, please phone John by 9am for confirmation
[image: No photo description available.]WOODEN CHAIRS FOR SALE
We have 47 wooden chairs which we would like to find good homes for rather than dump.
If you would like some please see Jacqui or Elaine.  
We are suggesting a donation of £5 per chair.


	           WINTER WARMER SOUP LUNCHES
On the last Sunday of each month during the rest of the winter, we will be having a soup lunch after the morning service, which is a lovely opportunity to get to know one another better.
The first one will be on the 25th January – which is going to be Lou’s last Sunday with us.
We serve a selection of freshly made soups including gluten free and vegetarian options, served with bread (again gluten free will be available.)
[image: ]All are welcome and lifts home can be provided.
Please see Judith if you can help make soups, wash up, or offer lifts home for folk needing them.



Cowes Baptist Church Table Tennis Club
Club Night Tuesdays 4pm-6pm 
in the hall at Cowes Baptist Church
Everybody welcome – all ages and stages!
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Children under 12 must be accompanied by a parent or carer
£2 adults       children free


Items for the Newsletter
If you would like to contribute an item for the newsletter please email it to Judith  -  judith@cowesbaptistchurch.org.uk by the 22nd of the month.
You may have a poem you have written, a testimony, answered prayer, a word of encouragement, or wish to let us know about a local or national Christian event.
If you would like to have your birthday included, please email the date to me.
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An evening of worship & teaching
With Pete Greig - founder of 24-7 Prayer

Fri 30th January 2026 | 7:30pm (doors at 7)
@ Cowes Enterprise College, PO31 8HB
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WHAT'S THE BEST FUTURE
YOU COULD EVER IMAGINE?




